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Beyond the heavy sound of traffic, imagine the
sleepy country road that existed on the morning
of September 6, 1814. Neat rows of the British
Army—veterans of the Napoleonic Wars—stretched
northward as far as the eye could see. After the
first bloody encounter just to the north, Major
John Wool, with a force of 250 regular American
troops and about 30 militiamen, made a stand

here at Culver Hill.

The Americans waited behind the stone walls at
the crest of the hill. As the British approached,
Lieutenant Colonel James Willington, age 36,
was killed while rallying his troops: the “3rd
Buffs.” Witnessing the event from his home just
to the east, Nathaniel Chittenden Culver later
recalled, “|Colonel Willington] was urging his
men on and, wheeling his horse, was shot right in
the throat, in front.”

Corporal Stephen Partridge of Jay, NY, a
member of the Essex County Militia, was

also killed—"riddled through and through,”
according to Culver. Several soldiers on both
sides, including 16-year-old British Ensign John
Chapman, were killed in the battle. The British
troops rallied after some initial confusion
following Willington’s death and marched
onward. Seeing this, the Americans retreated to
the south and regrouped at Halsey’s Corners.

Many of the wounded were brought to nearby
buildings serving as temporary hospitals. The
dead were temporarily buried in a garden at the
foot of the hill. Although the British had won

the day, their march southward took its toll.
Today, the Culver Hill Memorial stands as a silent

testament to the sacrifices made that day.

Battle of Beekmantown at Culver Hill
La bataille de Beekmantown a Culver Hill

“The Clash at Culver Hill” - Artist rendition of the events at Culver Hill on September 6, 1814. Note the church in the background still stands.

“Léchauffourée de Culver Hill”. Interprétation, par un artiste, des événements du 6 septembre 1814. L'église en arriére-plan est encore debout aujourd’hui.
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“The Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812” by John
Lossing, 1868. Collections spéciales, Librairie Benjamin F.
Feinberg, State University of New York de Plattsburgh, NY.

Benson Lossing, 1868. Special Collections, Benjamin
“Le livre pictural de la guerre de 1812” de John Benson

F. Feinberg Library, State University of New York at

Plattsburgh, NY.

“View of East Beekmantown” - View of Methodist Church in
foreground and Culver Hill in the background looking south. The
church building is still standing.

“Vue de Beekmantown est”. L'église méthodiste et, vers le sud en arriére-
plan, Culver Hill. D’église est toujours debout aujourd’hui.

British soldiers in casual conversation. The British army (red

uniforms) included the East Kent Regiment known as the 3rd
Buffs, as well as the Canadian Voltigeurs (gray uniforms).

Figurants en pleine conversation. Larmée britannique (en
rouge) comprenait le régiment de East Kent, connu sous le
nom de “3rd Buffs”, et les Voltigeurs Canadiens (en gris).

Artist: John J. Purdy

Dennis Hulbert, Photo Pub
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Imaginez la calme route de campagne qui se
trouvait ici au matin du 6 septembre 1814. A
’horizon, plusieurs rangs de soldats britanniques,
vétérans des guerres napoléoniennes, s’étendaient
vers le nord a perte de vue et s’avancaient vers
Culver Hill. Aprés leur premier affrontement
sanglant juste au nord, le major John Wool
accompagné de 250 soldats américains et 30
miliciens tinrent téte aux soldats anglais.

Les américains attendirent derriére les murs

de pierre a la créte de la colline. A 'approche

des britanniques, le lieutenant-colonel James
Willington, agé de 36 ans, tomba sous une balle de
fusil alors qu’il ralliait ses troupes. De sa maison,
Mathaniel Chittenden Culver fat témoin de la
scéne : “Le colonel Willington ralliait ses troupe

et s apprétait 3 monter sur son cheval lorsqu’il fat
atteint d’une balle en pleine gorge.” Membre de

la milice du comté de Essex, le caporal Stephen
Partridge de Jay, New York, fiit aussi tué, son corps

“criblé de balles”.

Plusieurs soldats des deux cotés de I'affrontement
périrent en cette triste journée, incluant le porte-
drapeau britannique John Chapman, 4gé seulement
de 16 ans. Les troupes britanniques se rallierent
apres la confusion créée par la mort de Willington
et marchérent vers ['avant forcant les américains a
retraiter et a se regrouper a Halsey's Corners.

La plupart des blessés furent hospitalisés dans des
batiments servant d’hopitaux transitoires. Les morts
furent enterrés temporairement dans le jardin au
pied de la colline. Les britanniques avaient connu
la victoire en ce jour mais avaient perdus plusieurs
hommes. Aujourd’hui, le monument de Culver
Hill se dresse en observateur solitaire soulignant les
sacrifices vécus en ce jour de septembre.



